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Various Artists: The Awakening
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Goes Well With: Guru, Jill Scott, anything neo-soul

San Diego hip-hop labels typically have the sad lifespan of a condom: used for

one project, then flushed. New local label Sleeping Giant Music, with one disc
in stores, and several more due this year, seems to be opting for the rhythm
method instead.

Their first offering, The Awakening, is a neo-soul tinged sampler of mostly
new SD, and L.A. hip-hop, spoken word and R&B artists. And the first release
shows no signs of performance anxiety.

Dopeness abounds, and hip-hop DJs everywhere will hope for a vinyl release
of the album'’s highlight, “Soul Control,” a growling, bass-heavy collaboration
between San Diego’s Self Sounds and Dannu of the legendary L.A. indie crew,
The Visionaries. Complementing the potent urgency of the hip-hop tracks,
mellow, reflective soul drips from the buttery vocals of oneson on “Society
101,” and the silky spoken word of the Brown Suga poet in “Truckload of
Finally.”

http://www.sdcitybeat.com/article.php?id=757&atype=CDReviews
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Every track is well executed. In fact, the only thing detracting from The
Awakening is how snuggly each song fits into its respective genre. With such a
diverse lineup to choose from, San Diego fans can hope that future releases
will bring some cross-genre pollination.
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Top 6 Websites For Dave
Matthews Band Tickets

In the heart of Westport
Plaza book online or call
314 878 1500

Classical Concerts,
Opera, Vienna Boys
Choir, Dinner Shows -
Tickets

Buy Kenny Chesney
Concert Tickets. Where
Fans Buy & Sell
Tickets. ™

Live Concert by Dave
Matthews Buy it now. Do
not miss it.
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